AutoQuotes Accounting Export Layout

Last revised: March 27, 2008
Applies to: Legacy AutoQuotes v4.224, AQ/Internet v5136, AutoQuotes v6.552
This document describes the layout of the ASCII Export File created by pressing SHIFT+F6 at the AutoQuotes Project List.  The ASCII file is comma-delimited, contains variable-length strings (up to the prescribed length for v4 and v5 – read further for v6), and has records of three different types: M=Master, D=Detail, C=Customer (or Client).  Each of those records is described below. 

Each project must have one (and only one) Master record, and can have zero or more Detail and Customer records.

The ASCII file is named using the PROJECT CODE + .TXT extension.  The Accounting Path determines where this file will be placed.
Example of a Master Record in its ASCII Format:  

“M”, “ProjectC”, “4/13/00”, “Project Name Here”, “Project Address 1 Line”, “Project Address 2 Line”, “Project City”, “FL”, “123450000”, “1234567890”, “8001234567”, “2345678912”, “RSM”, 3467.68, 1798.84, 111.88, 573.22, 1978.72, 111.88, 573.22, 395.74,”Fred Ziffle”, “Charlie Main”, “4/13/00”, “5/26/00”

Definition of the fields in the Master Record as follows:


Field 1  = “M” to indicate it is a Master Record.

Field 2  = “ProjectC”  this 8-character field is the Project Code.

Field 3  = “4/13/00” this 8-character field is the date the Project was created. 

Field 4  = “Project Name Here” this 64-character field contains the long Project Name.

Field 5  = “Project Address 1 Line” this 32-character field corresponds to the Address 1 


Line for the Project. 

Field 6  = “Project Address 2 Line” this 32-character field corresponds to the Address 2 


Line for the Project.

Field 7  = “Project City” this 15-character field contains the City the Project is in.

Field 8  = “FL” This 2-character field contains the State the Project is in. 

Field 9  = “123450000” this 9-character field contains the Project Zip Code.

Field 10 = “1234567890” this 10-character field contains the Project Phone Number.

Field 11 = “8001234567” this 10-character field contains the 800 Project Phone #.

Field 12 = “2345678901” this 10-character field contains the Project Fax #.

Field 13 = “RSM” this 3-character field contains the initials of the Owner of the Project 

 and is only relevant if using the AutoQuotes DOS Security Program.  

Field 14 = 3467.68, this 11-character field contains the Total Project Merchandise List Price.

Field 15 = 1798.84, this 11-character field contains the Total Project Merchandise Net Cost.

Field 16 = 111.88, this 11-character field contains the Total Project Freight Net Cost Amount.

Field 17 = 573.22, this 11-character field contains the Total Project Installation Net Cost Amount.

Field 18 = 1978.72, this 11-character field contains the Total Project Merchandise Sell Amount.

Field 19 = 111.88, this 11-character field contains the Total Project Freight Sell Amount.

Field 20 = 573. 22, this 11-character field contains the Total Project Installation Sell Amount.

Field 21 = 395.74, this 11-character field contains the Project Sales Tax Amount. 

Field 22 = Fred Ziffle, this 32-character field contains the Project Salesperson.

Field 23 = Charlie Main, this 32-character field contains the Project Consultant.

Field 24  = “4/13/00” this 8-character field is the bid date of the Project. 

Field 25  = “5/26/00” this 8-character field is the date the Project was last edited. 

Example of a Detail Record in its ASCII Format:

 “D”, “1”, 0, 1320, “Vulcan”, “Vulcan Hart”, “Vendor User Name”, “36L”, “ ”, “User Model #”, “B”, “4R0523b-ELA-“, “Y”, “EA”, 1, “N”, 0.1000, 1650.00, 1815.00, 110.00, 180.00, 528.00, 575.00, 440.00, “85”, 0, “T”, “RANGE, 36””Restaurant, GAS”,””, “Range, 36”” Restaurant, Gas, 6-26, 000 BTU open burners with cast iron to p grates, 35,000 BTU standard oven, S/S front, sides, backriser, high shelf and 6”” legs, ¾”” rear gas w/regulator”

Definition of the fields in the Detail Record as follows:

Field  1 = “D” indicates this is a Detail record

Field  2 = “1” this 7-character field contains the Line Item Number

Field  3 =  0, this field contains the Number that determines the order in which 


accessories will print. (The example above is a Base Item and therefore this field


contains a zero).  The range of the number is 0 to 99999.

Field  4 = 1320, this 8-character field contains the AutoQuotes Number assigned to the Vendor.

Field  5 = “VULCAN”, this 8-character field contains the Vendor Nick Name.

Field  6 = “Vulcan Hart”, this 32-character field contains the Long Vendor Name. 

Field  7 = “Vendor User Name”, this 10-character field contains the User Assigned Vendor Name.

Field  8 = “36L”, this 16-character field contains the Factory Assigned Model Number .

Field  9 = “Made up Model #”, this 1-character field contains an asterisk (*) if we had to 

fabricate the Model Number for items that do not have model numbers assigned

from the factory.  For normal model numbers, this field is blank.

Field 10 = “User Model #”, this 16-character field contains the Model Numbers that the User


has assigned to an item.

Field 11 = “B”, this 1-character field determines what Type of item this is.  B= Base item,


O= Accessory (i.e.-Casters).

Field 12 = “4R0523B-ELA-“, this field contains the AutoQuotes Assigned Product Code. 

Field 13 = “Y”, this 1-character field (Y or N) indicates whether the item is taxable.

Field 14 = “EA”, this 2-character field contains the Selling Unit Of Measure (i.e.- DZ)

Field 15 = “1”, this 4-character field contains the Quantity ordered.

Field 16 = “N”, this 1-character switch determines if the user has assigned a value on the


Special Column of the Spreadsheet and what that Value is if it has been assigned.


The possible definitions are listed below:


“C”, this value = No Charge


“N”, this value = NIC (Not In Contract)


“T”, this value = Future


“S”, this value = See Above


“I”, this value = Included


“L”, this value = Lease


“F”, this value = TBD (To Be Determined)


“E”, this value = Existing


“O”, this value = Other


“W”, this value = Owner


“D”, this value = Deleted


“P”, this value = Spare Number


“”, a blank field means no Value was assigned

Field 17 = 0.1000, this 6-character field contains the Item Mark Up.

Field 18 =  1650.00, this 11-character field contains the Net Cost Price. 

Field 19 = 1815.00, this 11-character field contains the Sell Price. 

Field 20 = 110.00, this 11-character field contains the Freight Sell. 

Field 21 = 180.00, this 11-character field contains the Net Freight Cost. 

Field 22 = 528.00, this 11-character field contains the Installation Sell. 

Field 23 = 575.00, this 11-character field contains the Net Installation Cost. 

Field 24 = 440.00, this 11-character field contains the Weight in lbs. 

Field 25 = “85”, this 5-character field contains the Freight Class.

Field 26 = “0”, this 11-character field contains the Cube.

Field 27 = “T”, this 1-character field contains a value that determines whether the item


is an item added by the User (in which case the value would be a “U”), or if the 


item was an AutoQuotes-entered item (in which case the value would be a “T”)

Field 28 = “RANGE, 36”” RESTAURANT, GAS”, this 51-character field contains the 


Category of the Item. (This is normally in all CAPS)

Field 29 = “”, this field is obsolete and may be removed in the future. 

Field 30 = “Range, 36”” Restaurant, Gas, 6-26, -000 BTU open burners with cast iron top 


Grates, 35,000 BTU standard oven, S/S front, sides, backriser, high shelf and 6””


legs, ¾”” rear gas w/regulator”,  this 3060-character field contains the Spec.

Example of a Customer Record in its ASCII Format:

“C”, “User Name”, “Customer Name”, “Customer Address Line 1”, “Customer Address Line 2”, 

“Customer City”, “FL”, “555550000”, “3456789012”, “8001234567”,“4567890123”

Definition of the fields in the Customer Record as follows:

Field 1 = “C”, indicates that this is a Customer Record.

Field 2 = “User Name”, this 10-character field contains the Alternate User Assigned Name


if there is one assigned.

Field 3 = “Customer Name”, this 32-character field contains the Long Customer Name. 

Field 4 = “Customer Address Line 1”, this 32-character field contains the Customer Address

Line 1.

Field 5 = “Customer Address Line 2”, this 32-character field contains the Customer Address

Line 2. 

Field 6 = “Customer City”, this 15-character field contains the Customer City. 

Field 7 = “FL”, this 2-character field contains the Customer State. 

Field 8 = “555550000”, this 12-character field contains the Customer Zip Code. 

Field 9 = “3456789012”, this 16-character field contains the Customer Phone Number. 

Field 10 = “8001234567”, this 16-character field contains the Customer’s 800 #.

Field 11 = “4567890123”, this 16-character field contains the Customer’s Fax #. 

AutoQuotes v6xxx Accounting Exports

The field lengths described previously are relative to the Legacy versions (4 and 5) of AutoQuotes.  Those programs depended on the use of a data dictionary in which maximum field lengths had to be specified for each of the database files used to store projects.

AutoQuotes version 6 is written in C#/.NET, and employs a completely different way of storing projects, one which does not restrict field lengths.  (For example, we use the C# string datatype to store values such as name and addresses).  Although we consider this feature a significant advance in the technology of data storage, it also means that there could be some data loss if you are exporting to a system that was not designed to accommodate fields of variable and indefinite length.

When the original project file layout was designed for the Legacy programs, for each field we had to decide upon a reasonable field length, one that was long enough to hold a commonly used amount of data, but also not so long that a lot of space would go to waste.  If the system that is consuming the AutoQuotes export file can’t be made to accept records having variable-length fields, It may be that you will need to make similar decisions regarding how big to make the fields in your database – or in any event to handle overlarge fields in a graceful manner.

We do offer a fixed-length-record export (FLR), the layout for which is described below.  There could still be data loss due to a long string in the project being truncated by our export in order to fit into the FLR format, but at least it would guarantee that the field-lengths in the output would never change, keeping the consuming system happy.

Fixed-Length-Record (FLR) export file layout

Note: All of the records are of equal length, regardless of record type (Master, Detail, or Client).

The D record is the longest, so the other records are padded with the Filler field to make their lengths the same.

MASTER record:
REC_CODE      STRING('M')               ! Record ID = "M"

CODE          STRING(8)                 ! Unique Project Code

CUR_DATE      STRING(10)                ! Date Project last edited (mm/dd/yyyy)

NAME          STRING(32)                ! Project Name & Address..

ADDRESS1      STRING(32)                ! ...

ADDRESS2      STRING(32)                !  ...

CITY          STRING(15)                !   ...

STATE         STRING(2)                 !    ...

POSTAL_CODE   STRING(12)                !     ...

PHONE         STRING(16)                ! Phone Numbers...

PHONE_800     STRING(16)                ! ...

PHONE_FAX     STRING(16)                !  ...

OWNER         STRING(3)                 ! Salesman ID

LIST_PRICE    STRING(12)                ! Project Merchandise List
NET_PRICE     STRING(12)                ! Project Merchandise Cost

FRGHT_PRICE   STRING(12)                ! Project Freight Cost

INSTL_PRICE   STRING(12)                ! Project Installation Cost
SELL_PRICE    STRING(12)                ! Project Merchandise Sell
SELL_FRGHT    STRING(12)                ! Project Freight Sell
SELL_INSTL    STRING(12)                ! Project Installation Sell
TAX           STRING(12)                ! Project Sales Tax 
FILLER        STRING(3038)              ! filler field to equalize record lengths

CRLF          STRING(2)                 ! carriage-return/line-feed

DETAIL record:
REC_CODE      STRING('D')               ! Record ID = "D"

ALT_LINE_NO   STRING(7)                 ! Line Number

SUB_LINE_NO   STRING(2)                 ! Sub Line Number
VENDOR        STRING(6)                 ! AQ Vendor Number (link to AQ Vendor) File
VENDOR_NICK   STRING(8)                 ! Vendor Short Name

VENDOR_NAME   STRING(32)                ! Vendor Long Name

VENDOR_USER   STRING(10)                ! link to User's Accounting System
MODEL         STRING(16)                ! Mfr's Model

SHOW_MODL_SW  STRING(1)                 ! If "*", the model number is made up

MODEL_USER    STRING(16)                ! link to User's Accounting System
TYPE          STRING(1)                 ! B=Base Item, C=Characteristic Accessory, O=Option Accessory

TAXABLE       STRING(1)                 ! "Y"/"N"

SELLING_UNIT  STRING(2)                 ! "DZ", "CS", "EA", etc.
QUANTITY      STRING(4)                 ! may be '0' on no-cost characteristics

MARK_UP       STRING(5)                 ! .nnnn
NET_PRICE     STRING(12)                ! Net Merchandise

SELL_PRICE    STRING(12)                ! Sell Merchandise
! Note regarding the next four fields: Freight and Installation may also be set at the vendor or project level.
SELL_FRGHT    STRING(12)                ! Net Freight

FRGHT_PRICE   STRING(12)                ! Sell Freight
SELL_INSTL    STRING(12)                ! Net Installation
INSTL_PRICE   STRING(12)                ! Sell Installation
WEIGHT        STRING(9)                 ! Crated Weight
FRGHT_CLASS   STRING(3)                 ! Freight Class for computing shipping

CUBE          STRING(6)                 ! Cube (volume) for computing shipping 
CATEGORY      STRING(51)                ! Category description

SPEC          STRING(3060)              ! Item Description

VEN_TO_STOCK  STRING(3)                 ! SHORT integer 
VENDOR_PACK   STRING(8)                 ! e.g. "case"
LINE_NO       STRING(5)                 ! internal line number

CRLF          STRING(2)                 ! carriage-return/line-feed

CLIENT record:
REC_CODE      STRING('C')               ! Record ID = "C"

USER_NAME     STRING(10)                ! link to User's Accounting System
NAME          STRING(32)                ! Client Name & Address..

ADDRESS1      STRING(32)                ! ...

ADDRESS2      STRING(32)                !  ...

CITY          STRING(15)                !   ...

STATE         STRING(2)                 !    ...

POSTAL_CODE   STRING(9)                 !     ...

PHONE         STRING(10)                ! Phone Numbers...

PHONE_800     STRING(10)                ! ...

PHONE_FAX     STRING(10)                !  ...

FILLER        STRING(3166)              ! filler field to equalize record lengths

CRLF          STRING(2)                 ! carriage-return/line-feed

Fixed-Length-Record  Purchase Order (FLR_PO) export file layout

Note: All of the records are of equal length, regardless of record type (Master, Detail, POMaster [vendor], or Client).

The D record is the longest, so the other records are padded with the Filler field to make their lengths the same.

MASTER record:

REC_CODE      STRING('M')               ! Record ID = "M"
CODE          STRING(8)                 ! 8 char Project code
CUR_DATE      STRING(@D2)               ! Date Project last edited mm/dd/yyyy
NAME          STRING(32)                ! Project Name & Address..
ADDRESS1      STRING(32)                ! ...
ADDRESS2      STRING(32)                !  ...
CITY          STRING(15)                !   ...
STATE         STRING(2)                 !    ...
POSTAL_CODE   STRING(12)                !     ...
PHONE         STRING(16)                ! Phone Numbers...
PHONE_800     STRING(16)                ! ...
PHONE_FAX     STRING(16)                !  ...
OWNER         STRING(3)                 ! 3 char salesman id
LIST_PRICE    STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Project Merchandise List Price
NET_PRICE     STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Project Merchandise Cost
FRGHT_PRICE   STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Project Freight Cost
INSTL_PRICE   STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Project Installation Cost
SELL_PRICE    STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Project Merchandise Sell
SELL_FRGHT    STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Project Freight Sell
SELL_INSTL    STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Project Installation Sell
TAX           STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Project Sales Tax
TaxGroup      STRING(6)                 ! Project Tax group
ClientNo      STRING(10)                ! Project Client
JobNo         STRING(7)                 ! Project job No
FILLER        STRING(3020)              ! filler field to equalize record lengths
CRLF          STRING(2)                 ! carriage-return/line-feed


DETAIL record:
REC_CODE      STRING('D')               ! Record ID = "D"
LINE_NO       STRING(5)                 ! Line Number
SUB_LINE_NO   STRING(@N02)              ! Sub Line Number
VENDOR        STRING(@N06)              ! AQ Vendor Number (link to AQ Vendor File)
VENDOR_NICK   STRING(8)                 ! AQ Vendor Short Name
VENDOR_NAME   STRING(32)                ! AQ Vendor Long Name
VENDOR_USER   STRING(10)                ! link to User's Accounting System)
MODEL         STRING(16)                ! Mfr's Model
SHOW_MODL_SW  STRING(1)                 ! If "*", the model number is made up
MODEL_USER    STRING(16)                ! link to User's Accounting System
TYPE          STRING(1)                 ! B=Base, C=Characteristic Accessory; O=Option Accessory
PROD_CODE     STRING(16)                ! 1st 4 chars define category; usually blank for accessories
TAXABLE       STRING(1)                 ! "Y"/"N"
SELLING_UNIT  STRING(2)                 ! 2 Chars max
QUANTITY      STRING(@N_4)              ! Quantity, sometimes may be '0' on no-cost characteristics
PRICE_SW      STRING(1)
MARK_UP       STRING(@N_5.4)            ! .nnnn
NET_PRICE     STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Net Merchandise
SELL_PRICE    STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Sell Merchandise
! Note regarding the next four fields: Freight and Installation may also be set at the vendor or project level.
SELL_FRGHT    STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Net Freight
FRGHT_PRICE   STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Sell Freight
SELL_INSTL    STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Net Installation
INSTL_PRICE   STRING(@N_12.2)           ! Sell Installation
WEIGHT        STRING(@N_9.3)            ! Crated Weight
FRGHT_CLASS   STRING(3)                 ! Freight Class for computing shipping
CUBE          STRING(@N_6)              ! Cube for computing shipping
OWNER         STRING(1)                 ! Owner
CATEGORY      STRING(51)
USER_FIELD    STRING(5)
SPEC          STRING(SIZE(PD:LONG_SPEC))! Item Description
! There is no FILLER field for DETAIL records.
CRLF          STRING(2)                 ! carriage-return/line-feed
 


CLIENT record:
REC_CODE      STRING('C')               ! Record ID = "C"
USER_NAME     STRING(10)                ! link to User's Accounting System)
NAME          STRING(32)                ! Client Name & Address..
ADDRESS1      STRING(32)                ! ...
ADDRESS2      STRING(32)                !  ...
CITY          STRING(15)                !   ...
STATE         STRING(2)                 !    ...
POSTAL_CODE   STRING(@N09B)             !     ...
PHONE         STRING(@N_10B)            ! Phone Numbers...
PHONE_800     STRING(@N_10B)            ! ...
PHONE_FAX     STRING(@N_10B)            !  ...
FILLER        STRING(3171)              ! filler field to equalize record lengths CRLF          STRING(2)                 ! carriage-return/line-feed 


POMASTER record:
REC_CODE      STRING('P')               ! Record ID = "P" 

VENDOR        STRING(@N06)              ! AQ Vendor Number (link to AQ Vendor File)
VENDOR_NICK   STRING(8)                 ! AQ Vendor Short Name
VENDOR_NAME   STRING(32)                ! AQ Vendor Long Name
VENDOR_USER   STRING(10)                ! link to User's Accounting System 

TERMS         STRING(20)                ! Payment Terms i.e. 30 days net
FRT_BILLING   STRING(10)                ! Freight Billing i.e. 3rd Party/PP
PREF_CARRIER  STRING(20)                ! Carrier i.e. Yellow Frt
SHIP_DATE     STRING(@D2)               ! Ship (Delivery) Date mm/dd/yyyy
FOB_POINT     STRING(10)                ! i.e. Chicago IL 

SHIP_NAME     STRING(32)                ! Actual "Ship To"
SHIP_ADR1     STRING(32)                !  that printed
SHIP_ADR2     STRING(32)                !   on PO
SHIP_CITY     STRING(15)                !
SHIP_STATE    STRING(2)                 !
SHIP_POSTAL_CODE      STRING(@N09B)     ! 

BILL_NAME     STRING(32)                ! Actual "Bill To"
BILL_ADR1     STRING(32)                !  that printed
BILL_ADR2     STRING(32)                !   on PO
BILL_CITY     STRING(15)                !
BILL_STATE    STRING(2)                 !
BILL_POSTAL_CODE      STRING(@N09B)     ! 

VEND_NAME     STRING(32)                ! Actual "Mfr"
VEND_ADR1     STRING(32)                !  that printed
VEND_ADR2     STRING(32)                !   on PO
VEND_CITY     STRING(15)                !
VEND_STATE    STRING(2)                 !
VEND_POSTAL_CODE      STRING(@N09B)     !
PO_NUMBER     STRING(10)                ! Purchase order number
PO_PRINT_DATE  STRING(@D2)              ! PO Date mm/dd/yyyy
INSTRUCTIONS  STRING(520)               ! special instructions concerning this vendor
FILLER        STRING(2301)              ! filler field to equalize record lengths
CRLF          STRING(2)                 ! carriage-return/line-feed
 

